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Introduction 

Archbishop Thomas Cranmer (1489-1556) was in large measure responsible for 
the creation of the Anglican Church.  However, his reforming influence did not 
come from large texts of theology or dramatic protests against the Medieval 
Church. Instead, Cranmer reformed English Christianity by reforming its worship.  

Cranmer’s ultimate hope was to make daily prayer and devotion “common.” He 
simplified complex monastic prayer services and translated them from Latin into 
the English language. The final product was called the Book of Common Prayer 
(BCP). Its services make prayer accessible to all people and provide a helpful 
structure for daily devotion and bible reading. The BCP is nearly 500 years old, 
yet millions of Christians all across the world continue to find it formative and 
edifying.  
 

This booklet contains Morning Prayer which is an abridgement of the service 
from the BCP. We offer it as a helpful way for people to structure their prayer 
life. It is a resource for people wanting to glean wisdom from our predecessors 
in the faith; it is a tool for those seeking to be formed in the rhythm of daily 
prayer and bible reading.   
 

 

A few notes regarding the use of Morning Prayer … 

Morning Prayer is generally meant to be used by a group of people with an 
Officiant leading. However, it can be read privately as well (the individual would 
simply read all the parts, including the “calls and responses”).  

You will notice that some of the readings include asterisks (*). These are used 
when a group wishes to say readings responsively (e.g., one half of the group 
says the line with the asterisk, and the other half says the line without one).  
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Opening Scripture 

In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God.   - Isaiah 40:3 

 

The Confession   

If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Let us confess our sins to Almighty God. 

 - based on 1 John 1:9 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Officiant: Our God fulfills his promises and is true to his word.  We have 
confessed our sins, and God has forgiven us because Christ died 
for us.  Amen. 

 

The Invitation   

Officiant: Lord open our lips. 
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Officiant: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
People: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Officiant: Our King and Savior now draws near: 
People: Come, let us adore him. 

 
The Jubilate  Psalm 100 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;*  
 serve the Lord with gladness  
 and come before his presence with a song.  
Know this: The Lord himself is God;* 
 he himself has made us, and we are his;  
 we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.  
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise;* 
 give thanks to him and call upon his Name.  
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting;* 
 and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
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DAILY READINGS 
 

The scripture passages below are taken from the Daily Office Lectionary  
and serve as suggested biblical texts for daily readings and meditations. 

 
 
WEEK 1 Epistle Psalm Gospel 

12/3 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 80:1-7 Mark 13:24-37 

12/4 2 Peter 1:1-11 1 Matthew 21:1-11 

12/5 2 Peter 1:12-21 11 Matthew 21:12-22 

12/6 2 Peter 3:1-10 13 Matthew 21:23-32 

12/7 2 Peter 3:11-18 18:1-20 Matthew 21:33-46 

12/8 Jude 1-16 16 Matthew 22:1-14 

12/9 Jude 17-25 117 Matthew 22:15-22 

 
WEEK 2 Epistle Psalm Gospel 

12/10 Isaiah 40:1-11 85:8-13 Mark 1:1-8 

12/11 Revelation 1:1-8 9:7-11 Matthew 22:23-33 

12/12 Revelation 1:9-16 28 Matthew 22:34-46 

12/13 Revelation 1:17-2:7 119:33-48 Matthew 23:1-12 

12/14 Revelation 2:8-17 37:1-9 Matthew 23:13-26 

12/15 Revelation 2:18-29 31:14-24 Matthew 23:27-39 

12/16 Revelation 3:1-6 42 Matthew 24:1-14 

 
WEEK 3 Epistle Psalm Gospel 

12/17 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 126 John 1:6-8, 19-28 

12/18 Revelation 3:7-13 41 Matthew 24:15-31 

12/19 Revelation 3:14-22 47 Matthew 24:32-44 

12/20 Revelation 4:1-8 119:57-72 Matthew 24:45-51 

12/21 Revelation 4:9-5:5 33 Matthew 25:1-13 

12/22 Revelation 5:6-14 51 Matthew 25:14-30 

12/23 Revelation 6:1-17 138 Matthew 25:31-46 
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The Song of Mary   Magnificat Luke 1:46-55 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;* 
 for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed:* 
 the Almighty has done great things for me,  
 and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him* 
 in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm,* 
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,* 
 and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things,* 
 and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel,* 
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers,* 
 to Abraham and his children for ever. 

 
The Apostles’ Creed   

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead.   
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated  
 at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 
Officiant: Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
People: govern and uphold them, now and always. 
Officiant: Day by day we bless you; 
People: we praise your Name for ever. 
Officiant: Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
People: have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
Officiant: Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
People: for we put our trust in you. 
Officiant: In you, Lord, is our hope; 
People: and we shall never hope in vain. 

 
Advent Collect 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on 
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus 
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall 
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we 
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen. 

 
Prayer for Guidance 

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly 
pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares 
and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that 
we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Time of Prayer 

Take a few moments to offer your personal prayers to God. One helpful 
framework might be to pray through these categories: 

 Our church and its ministries 
 Non-Christian friends 
 Welfare of our city, nation, and world 
 Those who are suffering or in need 
 Your personal needs and hopes for the future 

 
The General Thanksgiving 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  
 we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
 for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us  
 and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
 and all the blessings of this life; 
 but above all for your immeasurable love 
 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
 that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
 not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
 by giving up ourselves to your service, 
 and by walking before you in holiness  
 and righteousness all our days; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,  
 with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 
Closing Scripture 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we 
can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the 
Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.   
 - Ephesians 3:20, 21 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Advent Prayer Groups 
 

WEDNESDAYS at 7am – Patrick Wildman will lead Morning 

Prayer in the CCOP Chapel on December 6, 13, and 20 
 

THURSDAYS at 6:30am – Dean Behrens will lead Morning 

Prayer at Homer’s Coffeehouse (located on 80th Street in 
Downtown OP) on December 7, 14, and 21 
 

SUNDAYS at 5pm – Amanda Goin Burgess will lead Evening 

Prayer in the CCOP Nave on December 10 and 17. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


